


u 





ody. 
from 
God- 
sller, 
| set- 
vol. 
834, 
zress 
venth 
tosh, 
hard. 
bers. 


Por- 


ritten 


sub- 
Aca- 
er of 
stay, 
nship 
, that 
ptions 
as in- 
ime a 
ernor, 
s still 

We 
feach- 
emen, 
ssons”™ 








WALDIE’S SELECT CIRCULATING LIBRARY. 


FURNISHING THE BEST POFULAR LITERATURE—MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, NOVELS, TALES, TRAVELS, VOYAGES, &c. 


Price Hive Dollars tor Hiftoxwo Puntbers. 





PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY ADAM WALDIE, NO. 207, CHESNUT STREET, BELOW SEVENTH, PHILADELPHIA. 
(7 Office in the Basement Story of the PHILADELPHIA HOUSE, kept by MRS. SWORD. 





BOSTON, Lilly, Wait & Co. 
PROVIDENCE, R. L., A. S. Beckwith. 
HARTFORL, Conn., Roderick White. 


WEST POINT, J. H. Hoit. 
ALBANY, N. Y., W.C. Little. 
ROCHESTER, N.Y., C.& R. Morse. 
UTICA, N. Y., Wim. Wilhains. 
BUFFALO, N. Y., A. Wiigus. 


venport. 
SALEM, N. J., J. M. Hannah. 
PRINCETON, N. J., R. E. Hornor. 


MAUCII CHUNK, Pa. Wm. H. Sayre. 
WORCESTER, Mass. Clarendon Harris. LANCASTER, Px., Thomas Feran. 
EASTON, Pa., A. H. Reeder. 

NEW HAVEN, Conn., H. Howe & Co. POTTSVILLE, Pa., B. Bannan. 
MONTROSE, 
NEW YORK, Peter Hill, 94 Broadway. YORK, Pa., D. 


AGENTS FOR THIS WORK. 


Forbes & Co. 


Oey Ww. L. Post, P. M. 
Small, P. M. 


A. Eiechbaum. 


RICHMOND, Va., R. J. Smith. 
NORFOLK, Va., R. C. Barclay,—U. H. 


PETERSBURG, Va., Adrian Bourdor. 
LYNCHBURG, Va., A. R. North. 
PORTSMOUTH, Va., U. H. Forbes & Co. 
PITTSBURGH, Pa., Johnston &Stoekton.CINCENNATI, Ohio, Corey & Fair- 
CILAMBERSBURG, P., Matthew Smith. 
BALTIMORE, Md. George M‘Dowell, Sr. COf UMBUS, Ohio, J. N. Whiting. 
ANNAPOLIS, Md., J. Greene, P. M. 


banks, Moses Duwson.—Alex. Flash. 


LOUISVILLE, Ky., W. F. Tannehill. 


FAYETTEVILLE, N.C., J. M. Stedman. 
SUMTFRVILLE, 8. C., If. Haynesworth. 
COLUMBIA, S.C., B. D. Plant. « —* 
AUGUSTA, Gea., T. LH. Plant. 
NATCHES, Mi., F. Beaument. 

ST. LOUIS, Mi, E. L. Clark & Co. 
GRAND GULF, M1. William M. Smyth. 
FRANCISVILLE, La. J. M. Bell, P. M. 


‘CANADA. 

STEUBENVILLE, O., J. & B. Turnbull. QUEBEC, Roe i mong Exchange. 
CAMBRIDGE, Md., C. Lecompte, P.M. LEXINGTON ,Ky. Johan W. Trambull. 
SCHENECTADY, N.Y., Sam!. And-ews. DARNESTOWN, Md., L. W. Candler. 
TRENTON, N.J., D. Fenton & B.Da- WASHINGTON CITY, P. Thompson, NASHVILLE, Tenn., C. L. Norvell, W 

Frank Taylor, Geo. Venables. 
GEORGETOWN, D.C.,R.Craikshanks. RALEIGdi, N.C., Turner & Hughes. 
ALEXANDRIA, D.C., W. Morrison. 


MONTREAL, A. F. Starke—Le Clerc, 
Jones & Co. 

YORK aud KINGSTON, F. Lesslie. 

BROCKVILLE, Wm. Bewell, Jr. & Co. 

HAMILTON, U. C,, Jas. Ruthven & Co. 


PLYMOUTH, N.C..Wm. A.Turner, P M. FREDERICKTON,N. B. Robert Gowan 





The Journal of Belles Uecttres. 
REVIEW OF NEW BOOKS. 


A NEW AND UNPUBLISHED WORK. 
Three Years in the Pacific. 


Some weeks since we gave a pleasant chap- 
ter from the manuscript of an officer in the 
United States’ navy, who had just returned from 
the Pacific. His materials he has since re- 
vised; the book is now printed and at the 
binder’s, and will soon be ready for distribu- 
tion from the laboratory of Carey, Lea & 
Blanchard. It contains very graphic and 
entertaining notices of Chile, Bolivia, Peru, 
Montevideo, &c. &c., with much new and 
valuable information, embodied in excellent 
language; without being prolix, the author 
has contrived to convey to the reader a very 
good idea of South America as it now is, in- 
termingled with curious reminiscences of its 
history, notices of its chief officers, its mines, 
commerce, people, and political condition. 
There cannot be a moment’s doubt of its popu- 
larity; we have, however, on a former occasion, 
expressed our conviction of its value, and shall 
content ourselves with copying here a short and 
pleasing chapter from the “ Notices of Peru.” 


CHAPTER IX. 


Morning visits—A family—Conversation— Difficult for 
foreigners to enter society—Female education—Ig- 
norance of geography—Provincialisms—A tertilia— 
Monte al dao—Use of tobaceo— Morale of Lima society 
—Habits of the ladies—A good trait in the Lima cha- 
racler—Gambling. : 
Sundays and feast days are appointed for visiting. 

The officers of the government, civil and miltary, make 

calls on the president, and on their friends, 

It is the fashion to make morning visits only on 
holy-days. Calésas are rolling through the streets in 
every direction. The vehicies present a grotesque ap- 
peatance at first; the wheels are so large, the mules 
comparatively so small, and the cateséros have such 
quaint liveries. The ladies do not wear the saya y 
manto when riding, but orrament the hair with dah- 
lids and jasnfine flowers, and dress in gay silks taste- 
fully trimmed. Though eo many colours are assembled 
together, they are harmonised with much taste. White 


_ silk stockings and satin shoes, of every colour except 


black, which stamp a woman as poor, or of the second 
class, adorn the feet. The extravagance of the ladies 
in these articles, is great, though comparatively trifling 
now ; thirty years ago, silk stockings were sold at from 
twenty to forty dollars the pair, and then it was a mat- 
ter of reproach to wear them after they had been 
washed! So soon as thvir lustre was gone, they were 
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thrown aside. It is an invariable rule with all classes, 
and has been from time almost immemorial, to pur- 
chase new shoes every Saturday. Cvctton stockings 
are rarely seen, not even in dishabille. Silk shawls are 
carelessly worn half off the shoulders, and the hands 
are employed with a.small fan, which is scientifically 
fluttered and cracked every few minutes. 

On Sundays I usually visited a family considered of 
haut ton. The female part consisted of the mother Dona 
Panchita and three marriageable daughters. Their 
house is large. The sala occupies the back of the terra- 
plan, and is furnished with chairs, a rough table, and 
two long leather-backed sofas. A large glass lantern 
hangs from the centre of tie ceiking. This apartment is 
a common lounge for servants. To the left is a sitting 
room, the walls of which are covered with crimson 
damask hengings, supported by gilt cornices, and fur- 
nished with tables, a pair of sofas, and chairs. Here 
the family generally sit when visited by familia: 
friends. A large glass door, with gilded sash, opens 
from the sala into the cuddra or parlour, which is per- 
haps forty by thirty feet, and the ceiling is twenty feet 
high. Like the sitting room, the walls are tapestried 
with crimson damask, secured by gilt cornices and 
meulded surbases. The windows are near the ceiling, 
and closed by rough inside shutters, which are managed 
by silk cords terminated by tassels hanging into the 
reom. A Brussels carpet, with a large figure, and of gay 
colours, covers the floor. On the right are two white 
damask sofas, made of light wood. ‘The chairs corre- 
spond. Several small card tables, chairs, and four large 
mirrors, are placed aloug the walls, At convenient dis- 
tances are silver and beautiful China spitoons altarnat- 
ing with each other, A centre table with marble top 
completes the furniture. Through a glass partition 
with gilt sash, at the end of the room upposite to the 
sofas, is seen a dormitory, which is the pride of the fa- 
mily. A high, tented canopy of blue silk with gold 
iringe, and curtains of the same looped up to the posts,) 
overhang a capacious bed, the counterpane of which is 
of yellow satin, covered with flowers, embroidered in 
the appropriate colours. The pillow cases arc of fine, 
tamboured cambric over pink satin. All the utensils in 
this magnificent chamber are of solid silver! Beds 
which cost a thousand dollars are by no ineans uncom- 
mon now, and before the revolution, two thousand were 
often expended on this piece of furniture ! 

In the first apartment I have attempted to describe, 
attired in gay silks and lace, their necks and fingers 
sparkling witli brilliaxts, sit the mother and her daugh- 
ters, entertaining a half dozen femaie visiters. Such a 
flirting of fans, (the Spectator could not have instructed 
his pupils Setter in this art)—such a mutual scrutiny of 
dress—such adjusting of shawls, is not easily described. 
One thrusts forward the point of her foot—and they 
have pretty feet—and another looks over her shouldey. 
Every thing is formal and cold; | have never seen such 
heartless receptions given to friends in any other place, 
but this gradually wears off io a few minutes; the con- 
versation then becomes sprightly and gay, sprinkled 
with flashes of wit and humour. The vsuel subjects 
discussed, are the theatre, bull-Lait, or Alaméda, with 
a sufficient dash of personal scandal and gossip, to ren- 
der it piquant. The history of some friend's accouche- 
ment, with all the details, is a prolific theme, particu- 


for then all the miraculous cases are brought to mind, 
and related by the clder ladics: In these discussions, 
the youngest children take part, and speak quite know- 
ingly of things, which in our country are hidden arcana, 
only revealed to the initiated. That squeamishness 
complained of by a late notorious traveller in the United 
States, is unknown; the portrait drawn of Miss Clarissa 
and Mr. Smith, could have no original in Lima. What- 
ever is found in nature, or nature’s functions, is not an 
improper topic for a lady’s ear, if discreetly managed. 
If any thing be said which oversteps the bounds of de- 
licacy, a lacy generally exclaims, “ Gua! que listra !” 
but does not Blush, nor veil her face with her fan. 

* * * * * * * * * 

* * * * * Another all.absorb- 
ing subject is health. It is doleful to listen to the 
croakings of the old women, when they chronicle their 
aches and pains, or recommend to their fricnds some 
quack remedy, which has produced miraculous effects 
in their own cases. As self-interest is sometimes 
touched, the losings and winnings of friends at gaming 
tables, are heard uf with delighted admiration. Litera- 
ture is out of the question; books were only intended to 
supply the place of conversation. I have seldom heard 
a Peruvian lady eay she had read any book whatever. 
1 knew a gentleman who loaned a lady a transla- 
tion of Ivanhoe, and asked her, at the end of three 
months, how she liked it. She replied; “I have not 
yet opened it—I was reserving it for the long winter 
nights, when we have no tertdlia !” 

The visit ended, the ladies embrace in the most cor- 
dial manner, and gently ch:de their visiters for staying 
away so long; but they never return a visit in less than 
two weeks, and seldom in less than a month. Foreign- 
ers require a Jong time to become acquainted in Lima 
society; the Limanidns are jealous and suspicious, and 
entertaining strong prejudices against them, which 
have their origin in jealousies existing between tho 
Spaniards and Crevles from the earliest period—jea- 
lousies that led to family quarrels and general dissen- 
sions.* ‘The old ladies are wont to say, that previous 
to the revolution, they did ncut see young ladies take 
gentlemen's arms at night, when walking from “he 
theatre—and indeed they expect the time will come 
when yirls will do so even in broad day-light! Ladies 
in Lima think it highly indecorous to be seen walking 
the streets in saya y manto, attended by gentlemen. 
Not being aware of th.s fact, a late traveller has cast 
a severe slur on the character of several females, whom 
he saw in tho Alaméda de la Portada, which, 1 am sure, 
was inadvertently done on his part. 

It may be inferred from what I have said of a morn- 
ing call, that the education of the Lima ladies is very 
limited. At school they learn to read indifferently 
well; to write worse; tu embroider with floss silk; to 
use the needle; and to their credit be it spoken, they 
generally make their own dresses, and not unfrequently 
tueir own.shoes! Mantua makers, however, are few, 
and until within a very few years were entirely, un- 
known. They acquire a slight knowledge of music, 
and play the piano and guitar passably well. Since the 
revolution, sume few have studied French. Dancing 
is an hereditary accomplishment, paesed down from 
generation to generation, f have never heard of such 











larly if it happen to be a little out of the common order, 


* Sce Noticias Secrétas de America. Londres. 1826. 
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a being as a dancing mastor in the city, yet all are| naments worn in the hair are natural flowers, which 
graceful in the waltz and contradance. The beneficial | they are eminently tasteful in arranging. 
f wae ; e 
effects of certain public amusements upon society, have| The Limafias possess good ‘figures, serene 7 
been lately shown in Lima. ‘The Italian Opera Com-|nances, rather inclining ” erenpomrte yee Llae ; 
pany, which left there in 1532, diffused an almost uni- eyes, and are skilled in all the little blandis iments o 
versal taste fur Italian music; and now every young, coquettes and belles, Their conversation is sprightly at 
lady of fashion sings and plays the best pieces of Ros-| times, and I think E have never seen “2 thing ppm 
4 a } , . . * i = 
sini and Paccini; and umuny have learned to read Italian. ee to which Me teri oorere honle rp ap 
: , P am | plled—not even when surprised in the most ordinar 
The Limanians are most wofully — whinge ishabille. I y 
yhy and historys I have been frequently asked, “in| — ; 
iat part of Philadelphia is London?” “Evensome,”| Among the gentlemen were several generals and 
wues » meee. ; : |colonels: in gorgeous uniforms, glittering in the dim 
says a Spanish traveller in 1826, * who are reputed wrt f ht of tallow c niles, and looking as fierce as mus- 
be learned and wise, believe that England isa city, and | ot of tallow candies, ‘ g ie! 
oe lof nt Hed London !"™* tachios and whiskers could make them, ‘The tonsures 
» capita : y callec : ; ' 1 
"7 , a ca > ne with beautiful woman, of about} the curate, a candnigo, and several priests from a 
en ne het 3 second k | neighbouring convent, were conspicuous. About seven 
twenty years of age, who moved im the second rank, ae gp sytem tice son 2 toeciean 
but had been reduced from the first by the reverses of | ps ws a od ae poeta and the ahteomeeds 
her family. She was remarkable for natural intelli- |e the pa wa eae I ’ 
rence, the eusy flow of her conversation, and the purity |° © ° se f ; 
enh nea I One evening, when the eouvesention).. 20@ young ladies and geotlemen took possession of 
pad d a: geo rraphy she remarked ; “You seem to| He drawing-room, to amuse thomselves with masic 
; ‘ -| : i] , * @ ’ . " ’ 
know ever \alee-aie tell whether it is true that the; #4 dancing, while the elder part of the assemblage 
7 id J “d peat her | formed a party to play at “monte al dao.” The ca- 
3 au ct Mi 
— heal my ry eay poopy and the colonel sat duwn at chess; a general 
* Most assuredly. . P » lav 
" , and a priest were soon engaged at backgammon, play- 
% yw ful!’ she exelaimed, “and what a imni-|‘ . { 7 
en yanyerony t —- a it ” | ing for an onza (seventeen dollars) a game, and Dona 
“ “h = a oo ber eer ther she knew the world jg| Panchita’s husband, who is toleraht of all his wife's 
; , , ether she f 
Pik peste yo lh wd she was aware that vessels sail| ¥®y.4 with a veteran general and two old ladies, re- 
’ as 4 : 








# 
around it. Sho replied; “1 believe that to be a fet, tives inte a corner to punnpttegund minds with “malilla, | 
but I do not see any thing so very astonishing in al “The *monte al dao,’ is a game (I believe) only 
voyage of cireumnavigation, for 1 am informed that| played in Peru. A table was placed in the centre of 
the world is in the middle of the sea!” the ropm, and covered witha green cloth, having two! 

I endeavoured to explain to her the solar system, at) concentric circles drawn upon it, which were crossec 
which she oxpressed great admiration, Aftor talking | by diametrical lines, and in the quadrants or angler 
an hour, and illustrating the form of the earth with an| thus formed, were alternately written A and 8, Each | 
orange, she sighed, and said, “ Puede ser!—it may be | one of the company seated round the table, hed a sro 
—but | hear so many different stories about the same! heap of gold and silver before him. Opposite to each 


bacco, but snuff taking is quite common. As in Chile, 
the “ pinganillos,” or dandies, carry smail gold tweezers 
to hold the “cigarito,” to avoid staining their fingers. 

It is interesting to observe the contrast between the 
parties in the different rooms, Ih the one isa scene of 
gambling enveloped in cigar smoke, while in the other 
is presented a picture of hilarity and innocent amuse- 
ment. A few cakes and swectmeats, with cordial and 
wine, are tho only refreshments served. About half 
past ten o'clock the party broke up, and the family, 
after partaking of a hot supper, retired. 

The morale of Lima society may be gathered from 
the fact, that females, morried or single, who are known 
to have yielded to amatory intrigues, are received in the 
fashionable circles. Few persons who know any thing 
of Lima, have not heard of the celebrated osepha 
Luisa, the heroine of a correspondence between her- 
self and a notorious judge, which was printed at Phila- 
delphia in 1823, under the title of Cartas Americanas, 
He is portrayed in that work as a second St. Preux, 
and she as another Nouvelle Heloise. He now holds a 
distinguished place under the government, and she, 
though known to bo the mother of some of his children, 
and sister of his wife, is scen at the theatre, and every 
where with the hau/ ton! The passion which suggested 


}the correspondence no longer exists ; yet neither of 


them is ashained of its publicity. On the contrary, he 
hus attempted to defend his letters, as well as the sen- 
timents contamed in them, by assuring us that they 
were published for the instruction of his countrymen ! 
He even proposed distributing copies, to be left on the 
tables at the various cafés, as tracts are piously scat- 
tered in the United States! If all who are in similar 
circumstances in the “ City of Freemen” were banisied 
from its social world, fashionable society would be ob- 
literated! 


It is very generally acknowledged, that the Limafias 





thing, that I scareely know which to believe; 1 wish | other, at the sides of the table, stood two gentlemen eee - ee epryyate eway over the gentlemen, 
that God had told us all about it in the Bible, and then | one jada large pile of gold and silver befure him, and \ vy vn ; Jusbands or “cortéjos '—eavaheri serventt. 
nobody could doubt!” | the other threw a pair of dice from his hand, with qo there hs a most remarlable inconsistency in the 

An excuse for the want of education, and ignorance | careless euse Which long practice alone cap bestow. | habits al 4 “sd pga where ladies are concerned, An 
of literature among the females, is found in the late|'The bets were placed, some within the angles, OT ane oe va ge — eamggaaay co xo om os 
colonial system of Spain, which could not have existed | others betwixt the circles. € a at rer A, the met ver, - oO “se : neni 
so long as it did, had no precautions been taken to * Todo como pinta !”—All as it appears—cried the SIS nt ST is ee e ta a 
withhold knowledge from the people. Yet this is but one | banker, thereby announcing that if gold coins were hid- a gen se cm - me Pe a wwe meres — 
of the many commentaries to be found on the cruelty | den among the silver, they would not be reckoned such, | !t as often puzzled me to divine how young ladies thus 


of that system, aud the present generation should not| Ya voy!”’—Now I cast—said the thrower “ dice, | 
be reproached with it. From the conviction of the|and agitaung them in the hollow of his hand, for a 
better classes of men, that the country cannot be tran- single moment, the fatal cubes rolled over the cloth. | 
quil while universal igngrahce prevails, and from the | ‘I he eyes of tiose seated, followed them with interest, | 
exertions that have been lately made to establish schools! while those who stood behind the ladies’ chairs, 
throughout Peru, it is to be hoped, that the next gene- | stretched forward to sec how fortune 8 favours went. 
ration will be better informed. The throw resulted in nothing. The dice again rolled 





closely watched, can possibly find an opportunity to 
listen to the secret communications of their lovers. 
But it is this very watching which makes them such 
adepts in intrigue; “ Love langhs at locksmiths.” The 
saya y manto is the talisman which saves them from 
every dilhiculty. In that dress neither husbands nor 
brothers can easily recognise them, and to make the 


When a people are deficient in general knowledge, | over the table, followed by all eyes. “Ace and deuce!” | mask still more complete, they sometimes substitute a 
it cannot be expected that they should speak their lan- jeried a half dozen at the same time. ‘The S lost, and) Servants torn saya, which precludes all possibility of 


guage with purity. Though it is said that the Spanish | the A won, 


The ladies who had bet on A, extended | discovery; their only danger is in being missed fiom 


. 4 sl vi i »r| home. 
is better spoken in Lima, than in any otber part of| their hands, glittering with diamond rings, to gather 


South America bordering ‘the Pacific, there are many | in their winn.ngs, wile those who had risked on 8, 


This strict surveillance is at once removed by matri- 


; ‘ Se . we each. on d ‘i , op’ The|mony. The married lady enjoys perfect liberty, and 

pa!pable errors in pronunciation, and many provincial. | saw their cash scooped ‘into the bauke A pile. chen per” hits ta aad a ge ta vile “4 indi ae 
’ 0@ rele 3 » are > se } le 

isis Which pass current even in the best society. Both | money between the circles still remained, Bets were } g g 


in writing and speaking, the /é and y are frequently sub- 
stituted one for the other; as, yanto for llanto—Illaravi 
for yaravi—Taraya for Turalla, &c. } ; \ A; five a hree, 
very generally confuunded, and the ultimate D in the/ five and six, win for 8S. The bets between the circles 


again made, and the dice again thrown. 
The game is thus: ace and deuce, doublets ace, deuce 


The B and V are|and four, win for A; five and six, and doublets three, | 


are carried on to a great extent in the fashionable cir- 
eles; but I think there is mcre virtue and morality to 
be met with in the second ranks. 

The ladies in Lima seldom nurse their children, but 


y ’ yn. The | confide their tender offspring : care of the fem: 
participle is almost constanily suppressed, as, armao for | are lost and won, only when doublets are thrown. ‘The | onfid nder offspring to the care of the females 


armado, consulao for consulado, &c. advantage pcssessed by the bank, is a discount of one 
The tertulias of Lima are attended by a certain} fifth, when the bets are decided by the first thréw. 
fashionable set who have their evenings at home in turn,| ‘The amounts staked, are from a real to one, two, and 
so that there is one or two soirées every week. They {even three hundred dollars! Sometimes gold alone is 
vary but little from each other, and seeing one is see-| admitted on the table. 


lof ihe various caster. 


An infant scarcely attains a 
month old, before they commence feeding it with broth, 
which isan abundant reason why the adult population 
have feeble constitutions, and are unable to bear cold. 


1 have seen ten thousand dol- | In the months of June, July, and August, though the 


> : ' | thermometer does not sink below 55° F:, men never 
ing the whole, fur the same company and the same] lars lost and won on a Sunday morning! So strong is e . 
ce 


amusements are usually found. It is at these terfalias,| the passion for this game, that children of eight or ten 
the accomplishments of the ladies may be seen to the| years old are secn at tertélias, venturing their pocket 
greatest advantage, | money at monte! , 

On a Sunday evening I visited my friend Noa Pan-| As the players became more interested, the bets 
chita. The ladies of the party were of several castes,| grew higher, and the betters increased in number, 
from the Circassian complexion, passing through light} forming a crowd round the table. All was silent. The 
and dark brunette, to that in which Africa had claims, muscles of those who lost, became rigid, producing a 
for several sembre shades. One lady in particular} mast unpleasant expression of countenance, and the 
drew my attention, who was evidently of an Ethiopian| cigars were smoked more rapidly than ever. . che 
ancestry, for her hair had an uncontrollable disposition | winners allowed the smoke to curl trom the mout anc 
to curling and crisping, which all her ¢ombs could not) nostrils in a qniet cloud, while a smile of satisfaction 
suppress. She was musical, and played and sang some| played over their features, Ladies and gentlemen 
of Rossini’s pieces with great energy, to the admira-| smoke together. A frequent comptiment paid hy the 
tion of every body. Though these parties are attended hostess, is to present a cigar, ater smoking a» few 
‘ona general invitation, and lake place on stated nights, | whiffs, to her most distinguished guest, nb ) 
the ladies always appear in full dress. They wear two} “Qui vil sans tabac n‘est pas digne de wa seems 
very light combs, cut in various forms; some resemble|to be a creed subscribed to in Lima. Vithin a few 
baskets of flowers, some are like feathers, and others are| years, however, the elder ladies atone smoke in this 
in the guise of wreaths, Besides the combs, the only or-| kind of tertdlia; the younger ores enjoy the cigar only 
in private, and very many never indulge in this prac. 
tice. 1 have uever seen a Limanien who chewed to- 


ad 








* Un Transeunte. 


think of walking the street iu the morning or evening 
without being enveloped in the Spanish cloak, 


Families even of moderate fortunes live in splendid 
style, and dress as extravagantly as their means and 
eredit will allow. They keep a host of useless servants. 
There must be a*nurse for each child, a porter, a cale- 
séro, a waiter, a duena or house-keeper, and two or 
three blacks in the kitchen and stables, ‘The lady must 
have 4 calésa, coule gui coute. When reverses compel 
the family to dispose of tiie calésa, which, being the 
last article parted with, indicates the near approach of 
ruin, a part of the bargain always urged is, that the 
purchaser shall alter the paint that it may not be 
known! 

Considering the little industry among the ladies, and 
their want of taste for reading, it may be reasonably 
asked, how they get through the twenty-four hours. 
A fashioncble belle rises at daylight, hastens through 
her prayers at tLe nearest church, and retarned home, 
retires again tu slumber ull about nine or ten o'clock. 
About eleven she takes her breakfast alone, which is, 
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frequently purchased in the street; few families assem- 
ble at this meal, each one eating at his own hour, and 
whatever his appetite may suggest. A gentleman told 
mo, that he did not sce his wile before dinner from one 
end of the year to the other. In some houses, each 
one receives a certain weekly stipend for his main- 
tenance from his father, which is spent at the cook 
shops about the city. The family cook seldom prepares 
any thing, except hot water for making chocolate or 
mate. 

After breakfast the lady smokes a cigar or two, and 
strolls about the houre with her hair hanging over her 
shoulders, dress loose, and slip-shod, in silk stockings, 
occasionally rubbing her teeth with a slender root, the 
end of which is chewed till its fibres suparate and re- 
semble a brush. Notwithstanding that they are fond 
of bathing in the warm months, ladies seldom think of 
washing their faces before breakfast in the winter, but 
substitute the cosver of a damp towel. ‘They allege, 
that washing in the morning is attended with the great 
risk of causing ague, which prevails more or less 
throughout the vear, A lady once asked her physician, 
in my presence, whether she might wash her hands and 
face in a littl warm water; “I have not washed 
either,” said sho, “for seven deys, and they feel ex- 
tremely greasy and uncomfortable !” 

About midday commences the important business of 
dressing the hair, which occupies an hour, ‘Vinat finish- 
ed, the shoes are pulled up at the heel, a large shaw! is 
cast over the shoulders, and the lady, (particularly if 
married,) is ready to receive any visiters she can ex- 
pect on ordinary occasions. The hour before dinner is 
spent in covering “ méchas,” or in some trifling needle- 
work, unless there be a new dress to make. Dinner 
and the siésta take up tho aflernoon tll five or six 
o'clock, when she dresses to walk out or to receive her 
frionds, Such is the usual employment of ladies of 
great as well as of moderate fortunes. ‘Those of the 
secund class are much more industrious, and are very 
skilful with the needle. 

Notwithstanding, the Limanians of the same family 
have much more respect, if not affection for each other, 
than is commonly manifested by Americans. The 
younger brothers and sisters are always obeaiént to 
their elders; men established in life often refuse to per- 
form trifling acts, on the ground that they may be dis- 
agreeable to their fathers or mothers, and | have seen 
widows who had returned to the homes of their parents 
after their husbands’ death, quite as scrupulously obe- 
dient as children of three or four years old! “ Honour 
thy fatoer and thy mother, that thy days may be long 


in the Jand,” is «© precept strictly observed. The ties of] , 


consanguinity are stronger, and are more widely ex- 
tended. than with us; cousins are almost as near as 
brothe:rs—in fact, they are quite as affectionately'treat- 
eduand considered, This habit of feeling may be en- 
tirely owing to the law of primogeniture, which 
enhances the consideration of the first born; the re- 
publican shift-for-yourself principle is unfavourable to 
the cherishing those clannish feelings of propinquity 
which we meet in ancient families. 

Gambling is the bane of Lima society. Though 
many laws have been made against ¥@, “ monte al dao” 
is played, often to a ruinous extent.* Gaming houses 
are kept secretly in almost every part of the city, which 
are open throughout the day and night.. The very le- 
cislators and officers of the police countenance them by 
their presence, The president’s chaplain told me that 
General La Fuente, the late vice president, had won 
$50,000 during the first year he was in office! 

Besides the monte houses, the cafés and hotels are 
furnished with billiard tables, to which the young men 
habitually resort to play, and the'very poorest of the 
populace have their peculiar games. A mode of 
gambling which | have oceasionally seen in the plaza 
and streets, illusteates the universality of this passion, 
Two fellows purchase two small boxes of swectimeats, 
and placins them at a short distance apart, lie down 
near to watch; aud, betting that a fly will alight on 
one before it does on the other, agree that whoever the 
insect favours shall take both boxes! 

Should this be deemed an exaggerated sketch of 
Lima manners and customs, | beg the reader to look 
at the work of Taratla,t which is admitted by all Li- 
manians to be a.true picture, but rather highly coloured. 
Tam sorry to differ so much from the high authority of 
the Edinturgh Eucyolopedia, as quoted by Mr. Benja- 
ee 

* The law of 1822, prohibiting gambling, gives one 
halrof the money found on the tableto the informer, 
and the other to the publ treasury. 

t Lima por Deutro y Fuera. ‘Madrid, 1798, 





min Morrell, Jr.; but 1 must say with Rousseau, “ c'est 
ma part de dire la vérité, mais non pas de la faire 
croire !” 

This, we are aware, is but a brick of the 
building, but still will convey an idea of the 
author’s manner and research, and we conclude 
with predicting for “ Three Years in the Paci- 
fic’’ eminent suaecess, both here and in London, 
where it is printing simultaneously. 


ee 


Mothers and Daughters--a novel. By the Au- 
thor of Pin Money. Philadelphia: Carey & 
Hart. : 


We think it full time that a council of philolo- 
gical philosophers were convened in order to 
determine the acceptation in which certain words 
(formerly significant) in the English language 
should be used and taken. There are a number 
already fallen or fast declining into the position 
that “ occupy” was some centuries since, which 
had been, as Shakspeare says, “a very good 
word until it was ill sorted.’” We are in dread 
for the word “novel¥ which once signified 
something new; and has ever, till very recently, 
been the title to things freshly vamped and fur- 
bished, “ turned and a new nap set upon them,” 
until we were at Jeast cheated out of our suspi- 
cion that we were running over the inventory of 
an old acquaintance. But even this miserable 
consolation is denied us in many of the late 
publications; in which the authors have exhausted 
what little imagination they possessed in invent- 
ing a new title, and have then gone most assidu- 
ously to work, filching incidents and episodes 
from other older and abler labourers, stripping 
them of a decent dress, and metamorphosing 
them into a miserable masquerade of French, 
Italian, and English patchwork, akin to the 
** Babylonish dialect’ of Hudibres; according to 
Butler,— 


“°T was English cut on Greek and Latin, 
Like fustian, heretofore, on satin. 
Which made those think whe heard him gabb!e 
They'd heard three !abourers of Babel, 
Or Cerberus, himself, pronounce, 
A leash of languages at once.” 


As to character, the work before us is proof 





positive that writers of fiction of this day deem 
it entirely unnecessary to exhibit any new speci- 
mens in their pages.. If they can raise funds to} 
carry two or three families from England to| 
France, thence to Italy,.and homé again; kill] 
two or three old men and women; ruin a couple| 
of young ones, disappoint one lady of a husband 
and help one or two others on in matrimony,— 
interspersing these grave matters with sundry 
pic-nies, deyeuners a Ja fourchette, and other 
Gallic affectations, they think they have achteved 
quite a sufficiency to enable the bookseller to 
dispose of three volumes; and that is the sole 
end and aim of their labours:—and enough, too, 
in London—it certainly is. But it is surely time 
that the American press had ceased the indis- 
criminate publication of all the trashy produc- 
tions that are wafted over the broad Atlantic. 
That works of this nature should have a fleeting 
popularity among the scandal mongers of high 
life in England, we cannot wonder, but the 
reading community of this country should be bet- 
ter caredjdépr than by ciamming them with these 
hashes, n#&de up of viands that have already run 





through every form of fantastic cookery, and have 


not even the addition of a uew fully to spice them! 


to our tastes. 


=x 


{t would scarcely be fair to say of ‘* Mothers 
and Daughters,” that it contains no passages on 
which the mind may not dwell with gratification; 
or that it is entirely destitute of that sort of inte- 
rest, which almost all fictions possess; but there 
is no Injustice in saying that it has hardly a chance 
of a single week’s celebrity. 


—_— 


EDITOR’S TABLE. 


Messrs. Carey & Hart have just issued Levi- 
zac’s Theoretical and Practical Grammar, edited 
by A. Bolmar. This work is the best known, 
and was in general use before My. Bolmar 
attached his name to it; it will now of course 
command the attention of all pursuing the study 
of French who are so fortunate as to be within 
reach of its purchase. It is admirable in all its 
parts, ; 

An Ohio journal informs us that the Napolead 
is not a production of Ohio, but was written ine 
New York. We are glad of it, for we expect 
better things from the Obioans; to quote the 
Napolead we trust they will “ Us not indulge 
with esperance vain |” 

Landreth’s Floral Magazine, No. 6, has been 
published: it is redolent of beauties, indeed, by 
far the handsomest of the very elegant series. 
We regret to find that the difficulty of getting 
the plates coloured has induced the editor td 
suspend the publication for a time. ‘Those who 
have the taste to possess the volume will esteem 
it as the best periodical of its kind ever at- 
tempted in America. 

The Connection of the Physical Sciences, by 
Mrs. Somerville, just published by Key & Biddle, 
is one of the most valuable works of the kind ex- 
tant. Mrs. S. ranks among the truly learted, 
being understood to know more than most mo- 
dern professors; she has science as completely 
at her command as the generality of people 
have their multiplication table, and in tke pre- 
sent work has communicated a vast body of in- 
formation in a small compass. Having perused 
the London copy some weeks since, we can 
speak of the work without hesitation. 

Calavar.—T wo things strike us very forcibly 
in reading over a second time the very delightful 
romance of Calavar, written by Dr. Bird of this 
city, now on the eve of publicatian. The prepara- 
tion which the author brought to his task; he 
seems to have studied the histories of Mexico 
and of Spain so thoroughly as to have left no 
single point on which he is not familiar. The 


|scenery, the monuments, and the natural his- 


tory of Mexico, are spread out before the reader 
with a master’s hand, and apparently without an 
effort. This is all aided by an intimate know- 
ledge of the Spanish language, of the habits of 
the invaders and of the Mexicans, and a familiar 
acquaintance with the customs of the Moors, 
two of whom are prominent characters in the 
work. ‘Fhe boy Jacinto is a charming imper- 
sonation, who sings or is sorrowful with so much 
pathos and genuine feeling, that the reader is 
wrapt in his fate. The preparation, however, 
which we have noticed, would give but little ef- 
fect, were it not conjoined to the expressive force 
of the language employed; the author. seems to 
have imbibed the very spirit of the times, and to 
carry the reader to the period he describes. 
This romance will be a treat, the like of which 
has scarcely been issued from the Amerigan 
press within our memory. All the requisites, 
are combined in this powerful tale. 
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Key & Biddle have issued a seccnd series 
of Pictures of Private Life, by Sarah Stickney. 
The first was very popular, and of a better 
kind of stories than are usually published, incul- 
cating a good moral lesson while they interest 
the feelings. 

Number 1. of the Port Folio and Companion 
is in press, as a specimen of the character 
it is designed to have. ‘There is now no 
doubt of its being continued, a very flattering 
patronage having already been bestowed on it, 
fur which we return our best acknowledgments. 

We agree with the Baltimore Gazette in con- 
sidering the last North American Review a par- 
ticularly dull one. ‘The article on the periodical 
literature of our country is any thing but what it 
ought to have been. 


i 


VARIETIES. 


* Interesting to the Ladies—A Scotish philosopher has 
amused himself in calculating the chances that maidens 
have of marrying at different ages. The following is 
the result. Of a thousand fomales thirty-two may 
marry between 14 and 15; one hundred and one be- 
tween 16 and 17; two hundred and nineteen between 
18 and 19; two hundred and ‘thirty-three between 20 
end 21; one hundred and sixty-five between 22 and 
23; one hundred and two between 24 and 25; sixty 
between 26 and 27; forty-five between 28 and 29; 
eighteen between 30 and 31; fourteen between 34 and 
35; two between 36 and 37; and one between 38 and 
39. There is only a small fraction in favour of her 
who reaches 40; and this calculation holds good in all 
countries, for the woman who is single at 40 seldom 
marries, but, as we say vulgarly, “remains to dress 
images,”—quedarse para vestir imagenes.— Translated 
from the Mercurio Peruano. 

The direct light of the sun has been estimated to be 
equal to that of 5563 wax candles of moderate size, 
supposed to be placed at the distance of one foot from 
the object: that of the moon is probably only equal to 
the tight of one candle at the distance of twelve feet; 
consequently the light of the sun is more than three 
hundred thousand times greater than that of the moon; 
for which reason the light of the moon either imparts 
no heat, or it is too feeble to penetrate the glass of the 
thermometer, even when brought to a focus by a mir- 
ror. The intensity of the sun’s light diminishes from 

_ the centre to the circumference of the solar disc; but 
in the moon the gradation is reverscd.—Mrs. Somer- 
ville’s Connection of the Physical Sciences. 

College Divinity— At e late catechetical examina- 
tion in Trinity College, Dublin, an examiner, well 
known for his delight in badgering blockheads, enjoyed 
the follewing pa el: It is recorded in Scripture 
that a Least spoke,—what was the beast?—A, A 
whale. Q. To whom did the whale speak? 4. To 
Moses in the bulrushes. Q. What did the whale say? 
A. Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian, Q, 
And what did Moses reply? 4, Thou art the man. 

Chemical Analysis of the Brain,—M. Couerbe, who 
has been engaged for some time in a chemical and 
Tgtistegleal examination of the brain, has ascertained 
the singular and interesting fact, that its composition 
varies in a remarkable degree according to its different 
states of health or disease. The element, which occurs 
in different quantities, is phosphorus, of which he re. 
ports that the brain in its normal state contains from 
2 to 24 per cent,, while the brains of idiots contain but 
1 to 14, and those of madmen 3, 4, or even 44. “Thus,” 
save M. Couerbe, in conclusion, “it would follow, that 
the absence of phosphorus from the brain would reduce 
man to the sad state of a brute; that a great excess of 
this substance would irritate the nervous system, exalt 
the individual, and drive him into that furious excite. 
ment which we call madness er mental alienation; 
and, finally, that a mean proportion re-establishes the 
equilibrium, gives birth to the most sublime thoughts, 
and produces that adinirable harmony which, in fact, 
is the soul of the spiritualists.” 

There iv a suit of diamonds at Messrs. Rundell and 
Bridge's, Ludgate-hill, the value of which is 70,000 
guineas. 

The eldest daughter of Mr. Coke, of Norfolk, is sixty 
years of age, and the youngest two! 

Water actually costs more per gallon in Paris than 


the wine with which the French navy is supplied at 
Toulouse. 

In London a knight of the tonsor thus advertised the 
other day : “ J. M.’s perukes will speak for themselves !” 
A few doors from our Library another has paiated on 
his windows: * Whigs dressed here.” 

The quantity of coal imported irto London during 
the year 1833, was 2,010,409 tons; the quantity ex- 
ported to foreign countries during the same period 
634,448 tons. 

By the last parliamentary census, it appears that 
there are in Londor, 89,517 female servants. 

The devious route of English roads is proved by the 
facts that, in a straight line, York is but 163 miles 
from Lor.don, instead of 199 road measure; Liverpool 
but 173, instead of 206; Birmingham but 98, instead of 
109 ; and Bath but 98, instead of 106. The difference 
being 10 miles for 9, and 7 for 6, averaging 8 for 7. 

The Dean and Chapter of Exeter, in new paving 
and beautifying their ancient cathedral, found, last 
week, the leaden coffin of Bishop Bitton, who died in 
1307. Near the bores of the finger was discovered a 
sapphire ring set in gold, in the centre of which is en- 
graved a hand, with the two forefingers extended in 
the attitude of benediction. 

An acre of potatoes in Ireland yields 82 barrels, of 20 
stone, or 22,960 Ibs.; and an acre of wheat yields four 
quarter of 460 lbs., or 1840 lbs.; then if wheat goes 
three times as far as potatvues, and is equal to 5520, the 
potato crop gives four tithes more subsistence than 
wheat. 

So numerous are the omnibuses whieh run in and 
about London, that the mileage duty alone amounts to 
nearly 200,000. per annum. 

The Journal des Connaissances usuelles says that 
sugar is a complete antidote for poisons obtained from 
the oxides of copper and lead. 

Tho longest mail coach distance is to Thurso, 783 
imiles, It starts at eight in the evening, reaches Thirsk, 
219 miles, at 40 minutes past eight the next evening ; 
Queen’s Ferry, 413 miles, a quarter Before cight the 
second evening; Nairn, 623 iniles, at seven minutes 
after eight, the third evening; and arrives at Thurso 
at 20 minutes after ten, the fourth evening. In 261 
miles to Holyhead, it arrives at Capel Craig, 222 miles, 
on the next evening, at eight; and at Holyhead, at six 
minutes afier twelve. 

There are about five millions of acres of waste land 
in Ireland. 

The “Jack Ketch” of Chester, Samuel Burrowes, 
was last weck * pulled up” before the magistrates, and 
fined 5s. for being drunk, boasting of his exploits in his 
particular line of business, and exhibiting various ar- 
ticles of wearing apparel, formerly belonging to his 
patients. The magistrate told the finisher of the law, 
in the course of a severe reprimand, that he “ ought to 
hold the duties of his office sacred.” 

Two translations into French have just appeared of 
Herschel’s Astronomy, forming part of Dr. Lardner’s 
“Cabinet Cyclopedia;” in a few days will also be 
published two translations of Dr. Lardner’s Treatise 
on Mechanics; a proof of the ability with which this 
collection is conducted. 

The following is a literal copy of a billet sent by a 
clerk of a parish in Warwickshire, to a neighbouring 
friend of the same calling :—* Dear John,—Wul you 
bury my wife and ill bury yourn ony uther day when 
you want me, | shall be very happy one time. I ham 
yours to be obliget Wittiam Turner.” 

A Good Guess.—Colonel C——, who was wead and 
ears in debt, when stationed at the Tower, was told 
by his servant that a person wanted to see him on par- 
ticular business, Requiring a description of the an. 
nounced, the reply was, “A man of colour,”—* Oh, 
say no more,” said the colonel, “I know what eolour 
-—il is a dun.” 

Book-making in Russia.—During the last year 758 
new works were printed in Russia, 516 of which were 
in the Russian language, 25 in Polish, 35 in French, 
68 in German, 47 in Latin, 40 in Hebrew, &c, 


—a 


LONDON LITERARY NOVELTIES. 


Mr. Klamer Klattowsky announces the following 
works; The German Prose Reader, No. I. containing 
“ Undine;” The German Dramatic Reader, No. I. con- 
taining Kotzebue’s comedy, “ Die — Klein- 
stadter ;’” The German Dramatic Reader, No. II. con- 
taining Werner’s tragedy, “ Der 24ste Februar; The 
German Puctic Reader, No. J. containing “ Lyricks.” 


With copious explanatory Notes, and a translation of 


the most difficult words and phrases. 











Captain Ross having returned from his visit to the 
courts of Sweden, Russia, and Denmark, is now em. 
ployed in superiniending the printing of his account 
of the Arctic expedition. All the northern courts have 
subscribed to it, and during his three months’ absence 
3000 copies were ordered in England. 


—<—— 


List of New Books published in Loudon to the 
latest dates. 


The Domestic and Financial Condition of Great 
Britain, by G. Browning, 8vo. The Deity; a poem, im 
twelve books, by Thumas Ragg, 120. Mathematical 
Researches, Part I, by G. B. Jerrard, B. A. 8vo, Jones's 
Ecclesiastical History, Vol. I], 8vo. British Pulpit, 
Vol. 1. 8vo. Miriam Coffin; or, the Whale Fisherman, 
a tale, 3 vols, 12m0, The Natural Ipfluence of Speech 
in raising Man above the Brute Creation, 12mo. Spain 
Yesterday and To-Day, by the author of * Portugal,” 
“ East India,” &e. 12mo0. A Sketch of Chinese History, 
by the Rev, Charles Gutzlaff, 2 vols. 8vo. A Discourse 
of Natural and Moral Impotency, by Joseph Trumag 
12mo. Ediam and Alicia; or, the Infant Martyr, by 
Miss S. Sherwood, 18mo. Praise and Blame, by Charles 
Williams, 180. Lays and Legends of various Nations, 
by Thoms, (Germany, Vol. 1.) 12mo. A Dissertation 
on the Reasonableness of Christianity, by the Rev, John 
Wilson, A. M. 12mo, A Dictionary of Spanish Painters, 
by A. O'Neil, Part II. royal 8vo. 


—_—p— 


Rew American Publications. 


Hints designed to regulate the Intercourse of Chris. 
tians. By W. B. Sprague, D. D. 1 vol. 12mo. pp. 269. 
Albany: Packard. 1834. 

The District School, By J. Orville Taylor. 1 vol, 
12mo. pp. 336. New York: Harpers. 1834, 

Lectures to Children. By John Todd, second edition, 
dovg 12mo. pp. 220, Northampton: J. H. Butle?, 


The Mother’s Nursery Songs. By Thomas Hastings. 
12mo. New York: J. P. Haven. 1834, 

Necessity of Popular Education as a National ‘Ob. 
ject. By James Simpson, 1 vol. 12mo. pp. 262, New 
York: Leavitt, Lord & Co. 1834. 

Sermons, from Fow!s of the Air, and the Lilies of 
the Field. By Samuel Nott, Jr. 12mo0. Boston: W, 
Peirce, 1834. 

The Nun. By Mrs. Sherwoud. 12mo. 
N. J.: Moore Baker. 1834. 

The Works of Mrs. Sherwood, Vol. 6. Harpers. 

The Miseries of Marriage, or the Fair of May Fair. 
By the Author of Pin Money, &. 2 vols. Containing 
The Flirt of Ten Seasons; The Divorcée; The Sepa- 
rate Maintenance, &c. 

The Cruise of the Midge. 
Cringle’s Log, Vol. I. . 

Francis Berrian. By Timothy Flint, second edition, 
2 vols. 12mo0. Philadeiphia: Key & Biddle. 1834, 

The Religious gouvenir, fer 1835. Key & Biddle. 

The Classical Letter Writer. By the Author of the 
Young Man’s Own Book. 1 vol. 12mo. pp. 312. Phila- 
delphia: Key & Didéle, 1834, 


In press, by E. J. Coale & Co., Baltimore. 


Annual Messages, Veto Messages, Proclamations, 
Protest, &c. of Andrew Jackson, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Dramatic Works of J, Sheridan Knowles, third Ame- 
rican edition, with a Memoir, 1 vol. 18mo. 


Prineeton, 


By the Author of Tom 


—<>—— 
IN PRESS, 


No. 1. of Waxpre’s Port Foxto, & semi- 
monthly periodical of the same size as the “ Li- 
brary,’ on the basis of Chambers’ Edinburgh 
Journal, a work having the most extensive cir- 
culation of any weekly periodical in Great Bri- 
tain. The Port Folio will also embrace extracts 
from all the best London periodicals, and form 
the cheapest re-print in America. Subscriptions 
to the * Port Folio and Companion to the Li- 
brary,” are respectfully solicited. It will contain 
half as much matter as the “ Library,” et half its 
price. 


A. WALDIE, 
No, 207, Chesnut street. 

















